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So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober (1 Thes. 5: 6). 

As we approach the end of the liturgical year, the Scripture lessons of the Mass direct our attention 

towards the coming of our Lord, the Day of the Lord when judgment will be given and the history of 

salvation will be fulfilled. The biblical readings also make it clear that it is absolutely impossible to 

determine in advance the date and time of this coming. As we wait for this Day, our waiting should 

not cause us to evade the present. On the contrary, we must live it fully, actively, in such a way that 

we may bear fruit. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober (1 Thes. 5: 6). This 

is the message of our Gospel parable, the Parable of the Talents. To one he gave five talents, to another 

two, to another one, to each according to his ability (Mt. 25:15). To appreciate what our Lord wishes to 

communicate and the implications of this parable, we should note that a talent was not any kind of 

coin. A talent was a measure of value worth about one hundred pounds of silver. A talent was more 

than twenty years’ wages for a labourer. At today’s silver prices, we could say that to one slave the 

master gave $26,000.00; to another, 52,000.00 and to the slave who was given five talents, he gave 

$130,000.00. Those are tidy sums for investment. 

The message of the parable is clear. We are exhorted to make use of our gifts of nature and grace, 

little or great. The master has entrusted huge sums to his servants; by their standards they have 

received invaluable capital. This parable is about stewardship and it clearly warns against the dangers 

of sloth, whereby God-given blessings and abilities are squandered because of fear (26:25) or laziness 

(25:26-28). Personal diligence however, is greatly rewarded with superior gifts and responsibilities. 

This personal diligence may also be understood as sobriety of life which enables us to avoid 

extremes that are often a cause of misfortune. St. Paul reminds us that God did not give us a spirit of 

timidity but a spirit of power and love and self-control [or sobriety] (2 Tim. 1:7). A simple, moderate lifestyle is 

most fitting for those who have responded to the call of Christian discipleship. This sobriety of life 

makes us sensitive to the needs of others: those afflicted by negative material poverty, which is 

dehumanizing and must be combated; and negative spiritual poverty, which is the absence of spiritual 

wealth and of truly human values (Cf. Raniero Cantalamesssa, OFM Cap., Poverty, p. xi). Both forms of 

poverty are addressed in a sense, each and every time we come together to celebrate the Sunday 

Eucharist. God Himself enriches our spiritual poverty with the wisdom of the Scriptures and the 

Reality of His Presence in the Eucharist. In turn, our charity, expressed in the offerings that we 

make, comes to the aid of the materially poor.  

The parable of the talents generally speaking, expresses a self-evident truth. All of us here are 

endowed by God with talents, great or small, whatever the field of endeavour. One of the most 

satisfying aspects of life in the Church is the opportunity that we have to share our talents with our 

communities and the world in general. Historically, the Catholic Church has been the greatest patron 

of the arts because as St. Irenaeus observed, the glory of God is man fully alive. Under the Church’s 

patronage the talents of individual have flourished. The great works of art, in all their forms, born 

from faith and expressing faith, that characterise especially our liturgical life bear witness to the 



Church’s cultivation of humanity’s talents. This too is a form of evangelization. It is the way of 

beauty (via pulchritudinis) that helps us grow in our relationship with God in prayer. It is a way that we 

must recover and foster to the best of our abilities.  

The Gospel parable however, also teaches us that failure to cultivate one’s talents results in their 

loss. The servant who receives one talent and who fails to cultivate what is given him is rebuked not 

only as lazy ad slothful but wicked; that is to say, evil. By definition, evil is the absence of good. In 

the absence of what could have been had the talent been invested and cultivated, one confronts 

what we describe as a sin of omission. Our Lord expects us to invest our God-given talents and His 

teaching makes it very clear that in our efforts we must think not only of our own good but also that 

of others. We can only do this if we consciously make an effort to think of others and to love them.  

Responsible stewardship, it seems to me, also implies a concern for the development of the gifts and 

talents of others. St. Paul wisely admonishes us to do nothing out of selfishness or conceit (Phil. 2:3). This is 

good advice whether in regard to our own talents or the talents of others. Whatever the talents our 

Lord has entrusted to us, it is clear that we are expected to develop these gifts in such a way that  

they will help us to obtain the gift of salvation; for what does it profit a man, to gain the whole world and 

forfeit his life (Mk. 8:36)?  

At His return, when the Master calls us to Himself, may He find us rich in good works towards God 

and man. Ultimately, this is the wealth that we must endeavour to possess; no matter how little or 

great the talents entrusted to us. The communion of the Church enables us to share in one another’s 

goodness. We call this vast wealth the treasury of merit or the treasury of the Church. These are the 

merits of our Saviour Jesus Christ and His faithful; a treasury, that because of the communion of 

saints, also benefits others. The Eucharist which we receive strengthens and deepens this 

communion. May our reception of this Sacred Mystery bring us growth in charity (Prayer After Communion, 

Thirty-second Sunday Per Annum, The Roman Missal); that we may be zealous in good works and ever 

mindful of the needs of others. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober (1 

Thes. 5: 6). 

 

 


